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Spring 2026 VA250 Marketing Program FAQs

What is this grant opportunity?
This is a special FY26 round of the Virginia 250 Tourism Marketing Program administered by VTC. Its purpose is to encourage visitation in Virginia on July 4, 2026 through destination marketing and to encourage localities, historic sites, and museums to stream “America Made in Virginia 250 Years Together” live from Colonial Williamsburg from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. More information here: https://www.va250.org/250-years-together/
Do we have to livestream the event to apply?
No. Participation in the livestream is optional. Applicants may apply solely for marketing funding. However, applicants that commit to livestreaming can receive 15 bonus points in the scoring process. 
What are ways we could livestream this event on July 4, 2026?
· Livestream before your locality’s 4th of July events in a public area or area where visitor normally congregate to watch fireworks.  Turn off the VA250 livestream when you start your local fireworks. 
· Livestream the events outdoors on a wall or screen where visitors may be walking to/from your locality’s 4th of July activities.
· Livestream in Visitor Centers that will remain open in the evening hours.
· Encourage your Main Street businesses, restaurants, breweries, wineries and other indoor activity partners to stream the broadcast from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
· Create an indoor or outdoor event in a local arena, sportsplex, racetrack, or theater and livestream the broadcast.  You could do this against the backdrop of creating a sensory friendly or pet friendly experience with low volume so that folks can enjoy the livestream with closed captions and view the Colonial Williamsburg fireworks.

How much funding can a site receive?
The maximum award is $10,000. 
Can grant funds be used for livestream equipment and setup?
Yes. If a site commits to livestreaming, up to $5,000 of the award may be used for livestream-related expenses, including screens, projectors, AV services, chairs, audio-visual, Wi-Fi/internet, and projector rental or purchase. 
What are the application dates?
Applications open May 5, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. and close May 28, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 
Award notifications are expected by June 10, 2026. 
Who can apply?
The lead applicant must be an official VA250 committee, historic site, or museum. A minimum of three Virginia entities must partner financially on the application. Partners may include local governments, DMOs, chambers, private businesses, attractions, and other tourism-related organizations. 
Can a vendor be counted as a partner?
No. A vendor providing paid services under the marketing plan cannot be treated as a partner. 
What support letters are required?
Each application must include a support letter from each DMO in the project coverage area. If the VA250 Committee is not the DMO, the application also needs a letter of support from the VA250 Committee. If no DMO exists, the highest-ranking local government official should provide the support letter. 
Is matching funding required?
Yes. Applicants must provide a 1:1 cash match. The minimum partner financial commitment is $250. In-kind match is only allowed for applicants in a federally designated Economic Development District and only for eligible in-kind marketing expenses incurred on or after March 1, 2026. 
What kinds of expenses are eligible?
Eligible costs include livestreaming the July 4 event, advertising, print materials, website development, fulfillment, trade show promotion, photography/video marketing materials, music licensing fees, event insurance, and certain livestream-related AV and connectivity costs. 
What expenses are not eligible?
Ineligible costs include overhead, salaries, office expenses, travel, lodging, transportation, giveaway merchandise, signage, routine website maintenance, general sponsorships not directly tied to marketing, and most equipment purchases other than approved livestream equipment. 
How are funds paid?
This is a reimbursement program. Grantees must submit vendor invoices, proof of payment, and required supporting documentation in order to be reimbursed. 
What are the branding requirements?
Grant-funded materials must include the VA250 and Virginia is for Lovers logos and display va250.org and virginia.org. Project partners must also list local VA250-related events on the statewide VA250 calendar and provide a reciprocal website link. 
What will make an application competitive?
Strong applications will show clear program focus, strong partnerships, a realistic marketing plan, a documented match, measurable performance outcomes, and, where applicable, commitment to livestreaming the July 4 event. Regional projects are encouraged. 
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