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Research Overview

Sports tourism* is an integral part of the Commonwealth of Virginia economy. Travelers
attending sports tournaments, races, and other eventsp either as a participant or spectatorp
generate significant economic benefits to households, businesses, and governments alike and
represent a critical driver of the overall economy.

The Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC) commissioned Tourism Economics to conduct a
comprehensive economic impact analysis to quantify the significant contribution of sports
tourism to the Commonwealth of Virginia. For the purpose of this study, the state was divided
into four regions: Central and Southern Virginia, Coastal Virginia, Northern Virginia, and Western
Virginia.

To quantify the economic significance of the sports tourism sector in Virginia, Tourism
Economics prepared a comprehensive model using multiple primary and secondary data
sources.

Impact modeling was based on an IMPLAN InputOutput (I-O) model for the Commonwealth of

Virginia economy and for the four regional economies in Virginia. The results of this study show
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as total economic impacts, including employment, household income, and fiscal (tax) impacts.
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collegiate tournaments. The economic impact analyses conducted within the report exclude
professional sports and collegiate regular season games.
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Economic Impact of Sports Tourism in Virginia:
Key Findings (2022)

Direct Spending Impacts (2022)

The sports tourism sector generated significant economic impacts in the Commonwealth of
Virginia as event organizers and venues spent money to sustain operations, including
spending on payroll, marketing, and general and administrative expenses.

In addition, sports travelers that attended a sports tournament, race, or other evenp either as
a participant or spectator p spent money while at the sporting event and at offsite
establishments during their stay in Virginia, including at local restaurants, hotels, retailers, and
recreation/entertainment venues.

Total direct spending associated with the sports tourism sector amounted to $2.7 billion in

$2.4B 4+ $289.3M
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Total Economic Impact (2022)
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impact of $4.5 billion in the state economy, which supported 39,005 parttime and full-time
jobs and generated $343.8 million in state and local taxes.
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Total Economic Impact of Sports Tourism
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SUMMARY ECONOMIC IMPACTS BY REGION: 2022
($ millions and number of employees)

Total business sales
Direct business sales
Visitor spending

Tournament operations

Total personal income

Direct personal income

Total employment

Direct employment

Total taxes
Total state & local taxes

Total federal taxes

Direct taxes
Direct state & local taxes

Direct federal taxes

Central &

Statewide Coastal Northern Western
Southern

$4,509.8 $1,475.9 $1,225.3 $1,246.4 $562.2
$2,679.7 $849.3 $718.4 $757.5 $354.5
$2,390.4 $762.0 $647.0 $660.7 $320.8
$289.3 $87.3 $71.4 $96.8 $33.7
$1,412.5 $454.4 $364.3 $436.5 $157.3
$828.1 $250.7 $215.2 $265.6 $96.6
39,005 12,218 11,136 10,348 5,303
28,138 8,527 7,990 7,755 3,866
$645.2 $209.8 $173.1 $183.2 $79.1
$343.8 $107.7 $94.7 $97.9 $43.4
$301.5 $102.1 $78.5 $85.3 $35.7
$401.3 $124.1 $109.0 $116.7 $51.5
$227.3 $68.3 $63.3 $66.0 $29.7
$174.0 $55.8 $45.7 $50.7 $21.7

Source: Tourism Economics

Note: totals may not sum due to rounding.






